
ORDER NO. 92-029

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FO~

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
OMAHA DISTRICT
HAMILTON AIR FORCE BASE, LANDFILL 26
NOVATO, MARIN COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region, (herein called the Board) finds that:

1. The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (CoE), Omaha District Office
(hereinafter the discharger) has been designated by the
Department of Defense to perform necessary investigations and
take appropriate remedial action relative to Landfill 26 on
the Hamilton Air Force Base.

2. Hamilton Air Force Base (HAFB) is located east of Highway 101
in Marin County, near the towns of Ignacio and Novato (Figure
1). The facility opened in 1934 as an Army Air Corps facility
to train fighter and bomber pilots. The field was transferred
in 1947 to the U. S. Air Force from the Army. The Base was
used for pilot training, submarine surveillance and aircraft
maintenance.

3. HAFB was listed in 1974 as excess property. Base Command was
transferred from military command to civilian managers. The
Department of Defense withdrew the housing area portion of the
base from the excess property listing and transferred that
portion to the U.S. Navy. The Army received permission in
1976 from the USAF to use the runway and other ancillary
facilities for aircraft operation. Also in 1976 the State of
California determined that lands subject to tidal action
belong to the State. Consequently a portion of the land
outside the levees that encircle the site were claimed by the
State.

4. This order addresses Landfill 26 located on HAFB. The
landfill encompasses an area of approximately 28 acres and
together with a buffer zone comprises an area of approximately
47 acres in extent. The landfill is one element of concern at
HAFB. Other sites at HAFB of water quality concerns have been
studied by the CoE and reported in separate Remedial
Investigations (RI). Additional Board action may be required
at HAFB, pending review of the RI, in late 1991.
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